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president’s message

Dear lisztians,

It was exciting to see many of you at the AlS 
Festival in Washington, Dc last may.  the 
inspiration we provide each other at these events 
is indeed a blessing.  And I want to thank the 
many AlS members and friends in the baltimore-

Washington chapter who did so much to make the Festival such 
a great success!

more than ever the philosophy of beauty and concern for 
our colleagues is a legacy from Franz liszt that emerges today 
in its urgency and immediacy.  rampant self interest, greed, 
and unconcern for the quality of life of our people and our 
environment threaten us on all sides.  liszt was a visionary and 
in a sense a missionary.  If we can capture his zeal in our music 
making and in our scholarship and in our attitudes toward those 
around us, we can make the world a better place.

I urge you to think about how we can bring this message to our 
listeners, to our students, and to our friends.  beauty is persuasive.  
It transcends logic and verbal postulation.  We can share it with 
others without diminishing it.  It can only grow.  but it must be 
nurtured in unselfish self-development.  those hours spent alone 
perfecting what we do prepare us to share and to reach deeper 
into the hearts of those whom we contact through our art.

At this time of moral, economic, and environmental crisis, we 
need to turn to each other with the message of hope that is 
inherent in the creation of beauty.

yours in the Spirit of liszt,

thomas mastroianni
president

thomas mastroianni
president, American liszt Society
1420 chilton Dr.
Silver Spring, mD 20904
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 James conlon 
receives medal of 
the American liszt 
Society

on Friday afternoon, may 30, 2008 at 
5:00 pm, conductor James conlon, music 
Director of the los Angeles opera and 
cincinnati may Festival, was awarded the 
medal of the American liszt Society. the 
ceremony took place in coolidge Auditorium 
of the Jefferson building at the united States 
library of congress on the first day of the 
American liszt Society’s three-day annual 
festival. 

“the American liszt Society is pleased to 
present this award to an individual whose 
interest in and commitment to the interaction 
and relationship of the arts so resembles the 
all embracing spirit of liszt. the theme of 
this year’s festival, “liszt, literature and 
painting,” explored this same spirit,” stated 
Dr. thomas mastroianni, president of the 
American liszt Society. 

conlon remarked that he was exceedingly 
pleased and honored to have been chosen to 
receive the medal. his acceptance 
speech, presented via DVD, was recorded 
in Florence, Italy, where he was rehearsing 
Shostakovich’s lady macbeth of mtsensk 
at the maggio musicale Fiorentino, Italy’s 
famous may Festival. Jennifer ringo, the 
highly regarded American soprano and wife 
of the acclaimed conductor, accepted the 
medal on behalf of her husband. 

the medal of the American liszt Society 
(engraved and die struck in solid silver) is 
awarded to an individual who has achieved 
international distinction in performance, 
writing, and/or scholarship. outstanding 
administrators and teachers are also 
considered. recipients must be particularly 
associated with Franz liszt. Some past 
recipients include claudio Arrau, Jorge 
bolet, Alfred brendel, maria eckhardt, Klara 
hamburger, maurice hinson, Fernando 
laires, and Alan Walker. 

new members
(continued from page 5)

mindy hodel
2808 nW 81st place
portland, or  97229
h  503-997-0288
mindy@dinosaurtales.com
Student

xin Jia
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h  205-591-8740
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Violinist
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Washington, Dc  20002-5445
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Student
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h  011-39-081-549-1420
fabrizio_soprano@hotmail.com
musician

manabu takasawa
104 Depasquale Ave.
providence, rI  02903-1542
h  508-838-0798    
university professor

Karen m. taylor
Indiana university School of music
1201 e. 3rd St.
bloomington, In  47405
h  812-336-4465  W  812-855-4142
karmtayl@indiana.edu
college professor

leonid treer
2898 nW 26th St.
boca raton, Fl  33434
h  561-487-9539
ltreer@comcast.net
musician

phyllis Vickers
312 Springvale road.
Great Falls, VA  22066
h  703-759-3250
prvickers@aol.com
pianist/teacher

crystal zimmerman
1360 n. park Ave.
eugene, or  97404
h  541-685-2839
czimmer2@uoregon.edu
Student/teacher



Volume 24, Issue 2, Summer/Fall 2008

An oFFIcIAl publIcAtIon oF the AmerIcAn lISzt SocIety, Inc.

perpetuating the ideas of Franz 

liszt through excellence in music 

performance and scholarship

Founded in 1964

tAble oF contentS the American liszt Society proudly 
announces the 2011 liszt bicentennial 
composition competition in honor of the 
200th birthday of the Society’s namesake.  
the cash prize, awarded by Steinway 
& Sons, will be $4000, and the premier 
performance will take place at the 2011 
American liszt Society Festival to be 
held on the campus of the university 
of Georgia.  the 2011 Festival will 
also present the first performance of a 
commissioned work by the distinguished 
American composer, William bolcom.

requirements for the bicentennial 
composition competition are that the work 
submitted be a single or multi-movement 
composition for solo piano and of 8-15 
minutes duration.  the work must not have 
been previously publicly performed, and it 
must be unpublished.

to be eligible, composers may be of any 
nationality and must have been born 
between January 1, 1971 and December 
31, 1985.

the Jury panel will consist of members of 
the American liszt Society.  the identity 
of composers will not be revealed to the 
jury.  the jury will be publicly identified 
only upon the announcement of the 
winning composition. 

Application Fee - $30 (u.S.), check made 
payable to American liszt Society.

Application Deadline - all scores must 
must be received by Feb. 1, 2010.  late 
submissions will not be accepted.

the name of the winner will be announced 
in July, 2010.

Send three copies of the fully-annotated 
score to:

Dr. richard zimdars, chair
American liszt Society 
bicentennial composition competition
hugh hodgson School of music
university of Georgia
250 river road
Athens, GA 30602

Special instructions:  Scores should not 
bear the name of the composer.  A sealed 
envelope containing the composer’s name, 
contact information, and composition title 
should be included.  A recording or mIDI 
realization may be included, but is not 
required. 

the American liszt Society wishes to 
thank Steinway & Sons and the university 
of Georgia for their support of the 
competition.
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