














“Odds and Ends”

For a really nice overview of the 2009 Festival
at the University of Kansas last April, go to
Frederic Chiu’s blog at http://fredericchiu.
blogspot.com/

“They Came to Play,” a feature-length
documentary about the International Piano
Competition for Outstanding Amateurs, hosted
by The Van Cliburn Foundation, is available for
purchase at htep://theycametoplay.com/

Chaja Beck, of The Netherlands Music Institute,
has written the NMI “is the proud owner of a
small but interesting Liszt collection, containing
music manuscripts, correspondence and other
items. In order to make some of this easily
accessible to Liszt scholars and Liszt enthousiasts,
we have launched a new web presentation: Four
letters of Franz Liszt to Espérance von Schwartz

heep://www.nederlandsmuziekinstituut.nl/en/
collections/web-presentations/liszt-letters

This contains four letters by Liszt to Baroness
von Schwartz, an interesting personality who

has received very little attention in the Liszt
literature. Under the pen name Elpis Melena, she
had some fame as a writer, philanthropist, and a
political activist. In this presentation, the letters
are reproduced as high resolution images, in
transcription and translation, and accompanied
by extensive commentary by musicologist
Lodewijk Muns, NMI archivist and researcher.

2009 Great Romantics
Festival Postponed

Dr. Alan Walker announced earlier this year
that the 2009 Great Romantics Festival had

to be cancelled The 2010 Great Romantics
Festival is scheduled to take place next fall in
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Interested parties
may find more information on the Festival
website at www.artset.net/ GreatRomantics/
web-content/index.html or the ALS website at
americanlisztsociety.net.

New Books

Oxford University Press (http://www.oup.
com/us/) has just released Dr. Alan Walker’s
new book, Hans von Biilow: A Life and
Times. The 544-page book is available

in a hardback version for $39.95 plus
shipping. According to OUP’s website,
the new book contains the “first full-length
biography of Hans von Biilow in English;
considers Bulow’s twin careers as concert
pianist and virtuoso orchestral conductor,
and underlines Biilow’s central role in the
history of musical performance; and is
based on a bevy of previously untapped
archival sources.” The book is organized
in three “sub-books™: I. On the Slopes

of Parnassus; II. Ascending the Peak;

and III. Vistas from the Summit, plus a
Prologue, three Appendices, and additional

information.

Oxford University Press has also just
published The Musician’s Way: A Guide to
Practice, Performance, and Wellness (360 pp.
$24.95), by Gerald Klickstein. Klickstein
is Professor of Music at the University of
North Carolina School of the Arts. The
Musician’s Way presents comprehensive,
research-driven guidance geared to all
aspiring performers, especially college and
pre-college music students, and it does so
using conversational language and a clear-
cut format. It also employs an extensive
companion website at www.MusiciansWay.
com, where you can view the book’s Table
of Contents and read reviews. The book

is organized in three parts. Part I, “Artful
Practice,” describes strategies that empower
musicians to interpret and memorize
compositions, fuel motivation, collaborate,
and more. Part II, “Fearless Performance,”
lifts the lid on the causes of nervousness and
shows how musicians can become confident
performers. Part I1I, “Lifelong Creativity,”
surveys tactics that equip performers to
prevent music-related injuries and thrive as
creative artists. In the words of the author,
“The Musician’s Way serves students,
teachers, and performers who strive for
musical excellence.” The author invites
your comments about the book to be shared
via his blog at http://musiciansway.com/

blog/
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Member News

(continued from page 7)

Joshua Russell reports that he is now on
the piano faculty at Bradley University, in
Peoria, Illinois, and may reached by email at

jdrussell2@bradley.edu.

Zephyr Records has released the first

two CDs in Ian Hobson’s monumental
project of recording the complete works by
Chopin, including chamber music, vocal
music, and juvenalia. Volume I, entitled
“Awakening,”includes the Rondo, Op. 1,

five early polonaises, three ecossaises, and
four mazurkas. Volume II is entitled “Hats
off,” referring to the famous complimentary
remark made by Robert Schumann about
Chopin, and includes the Sonata No. 1 in C
Minor, Op. 4, the Variations on Mozarts “La
ci darem la mano,” three polonaises, and three
dances. Hobson is performing a series of all-
Chopin concerts in Lockport, Illinois during
this and next year’s season. He will also be
playing a series of all-Schumann recitals on
the University of Illinois campus, where he is
Swanlund Professor of Piano and a member
of the Center for Advanced Studies.

Last Callllll

Please remember that the web address for
the American Liszt Society has changed in
a small but very important way. The new
address is

www.americanlisztsociety.net

If you have bookmarked the old address,
you need to change it to the new one,
where the domain (end of address) is .net
and not .org.

The ALS website is available to you

for publicizing events and information
concerning Franz Liszt. Send items for the
website to erath@illinois.edu!! Be sure to
indicate ALS in the subject line!!
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