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President’s Message

Dear lisztians,

 In preparation for the April 3 to 5 festival of the 
American liszt Society, I would like to ask each of you 
to think about how the Society can better serve your 
professional needs.

We always experience a flood of inspiration at the annual festivals.  
Inspiration is no small objective.  the question becomes, “how can we 
extend this throughout the balance of the year?”.  It is our hope that 
local chapters can be a vehicle for stimulus.  our chapters are doing 
great things!  Are you involved in your local chapter?  Is there a chapter 
near enough to you?  If not, perhaps one could be created.  paul barnes 
is the chairman of chapters and can assist in getting one started where 
there is interest.

our most recent chapter is in Italy.  to initiate this chapter, michele 
campanella, its president, is planning a marathon of concerts that will 
include 55 hours of performance time spread over seven Sundays in the 
years 2010 and 2011.  these concerts will take place in rome at the 
Academia Santa cecelia.  the complete piano works of liszt are the 
target for these marathons, which will involve scores of pianists.

Also on the international scene, a new liszt competition was created 
in november in moscow at the central School of the conservatory.  I 
can report on the stunning talent that was heard in these november 
auditions.  Given what we have heard of the young talent that has 
gained recognition through the los Angeles International liszt 
competition and the liszt–Garrison International festival and 
competition, we can be proud to say that liszt is prospering in the 
good hands of young pianists.

news of other chapters is found regularly in this newsletter.

please approach me at the festival with any ideas or send me an email at 
mastroianni68@aol.com.  yours in the Spirit of liszt,

thomas mastroianni
President, American Liszt Society
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Lisztian Keyboard 
Energy

this is an essay on the pianism of franz 
liszt, a piano technique suitable for the 
entire repertoire, by bertrand ott.  the 
study is of the utmost importance for 
musicians and pianists.  the author considers 
the work to be the first book that reveals 
and explains in a fundamental way the 
keyboard technique of franz liszt. Detailed 
suggestions are developed on how liszt’s 
piano playing can be applied to practicing 
and performing an entire repertoire, from 
bach to Stravinsky.  the author offers his 
readers and principally today’s pianists and 
teachers a new understanding, appreciation, 
and knowledge of precisely what are the 
elements of the “lisztian keyboard energy.”  
In turn this permits musicians and composers 
to incorporate this technique in their work, 
thus giving a heightened validity to their 
interpretation and arrangements, as well as an 
enhanced muscular freedom to their playing.  
uSA list price $ 119.95 - uK list price 
£74,95, available from the edwin mellen 
press, p.o. box 450, lewiston, ny uSA 
14092.  phone (716) 754-2266  or visit their 
web site at www.mellenpress.com

New Editions of
Liszt Works now
Available
the Istituto liszt in collaboration with 
the liszt Society in london has published 
three pieces by liszt in the collection rarità 
lisztiane/liszt rarities (rugginenti, milano):
 
Vol. 1:  Carnaval de Venice [Variation sur le], 
edited by nunzio Salemi, 2000 
 
Vol. 2:  La lugubre gondola [first edition of 
the Venice manuscripts], edited by mario 
Angiolelli, 2002  
 
Vol. 3:  Concerto sans orchestre [an early draft 
for piano solo of the Concerto No. � in A 
major], edited by mariateresa Storino, 2006. 
 
to obtain more information or purchase the 
volumes, write to info@rugginenti.it

We have a new web address!!

please remember that the web address 
for the American liszt Society has 
changed in a small but very important 
way.  the new address is

www.americanlisztsociety.net

If you have bookmarked the old 
address, you need to change it to the 
new one, where the domain (end of 
address) is .net and not .org.

If you use the old web address, you 
will be taken to the web site of a firm 
that specializes in french real estate.  
how and why this happened is itself 
an interesting story for a later time.  

the AlS website is available to you 
for publicizing events and information 
concerning franz liszt.  Send items 
for the website to erath@illinois.edu!! 

American Liszt Society - www.americanlisztsociety.net
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tAble of contentS

the los Angeles International liszt 
competition for pianists and vocalists 
took place november 22-23, 2008 on the 
campus of Azusa pacific university.  

It was an exciting weekend as the 
competition celebrated the tenth time it has 
attracted outstanding young musicians to 
the environs of los Angeles.  the first two 
piano judges returned to judge again: tamás 
ungár from texas christian university (his 
fourth time!) and Ick-choo moon from 
Seoul national university in Korea (his 
second time).

the piano jury was completed with many 
members from the American liszt Society: 
Joseph banowetz, David butler cannata, 
richard cass, luiz de moura castro, Daniel 
Glover, Arianna Goldina, Gila Goldstein, 
louis nagel, nancy roldán, charles 
timbrell, and Adam Wodnicki.  Voice 
judges were Gary Glaze, lilla horvath, and 
ernö talás.

the budapest concert winner (piano) was 
hye-Won cho, a student of Walter ponce at 
uclA, and the new york concert winner 
(voice) was Joni fukuda-prado, a student of 
cynthia munzer at uSc.

the American liszt Society Awards went to 
Anna Volovitch (2nd place in the budapest 
concert category and 2nd place in the 
concerto category), who is a student of 
roza yoder at Azusa pacific university, and 
Jonghwa park (1st place in the concerto 
category and 5th place in the budapest 
concert category), who is a 
student of natalya Antonova at the 

eastman School of music.  please take 
note: Anna Volovitch will be performing 
a concert of liszt transcriptions at the 
American liszt Society festival in lawrence, 
Kansas, on friday, April 3rd, at 10:00 Am.  
be sure to hear this fine young pianist!

the los Angeles International liszt 
competition was founded by Geraldine 
Keeling in 1990.  A biennial competition, 
it is co-directed by Geraldine Keeling and 
Judith neslény.  the competition has 
experienced phenomenal growth.  In 1990, 
there were 52 contestants and 4 judges.  
All of the contestants were from Southern 
california.  In 2008, there were 189 
contestants from 9 states and 3 countries!

In 1994 the competition added the 
budapest concert Division in which 
the piano winner receives an all-expense 
paid trip to present a solo recital at the 
prestigious liszt museum in budapest.  In 
2002, the new york concert Division 
for vocalists was created.  under the 
sponsorship of the los Angeles International 
liszt competition, winners have also 
performed in such far-flung locations as 
budapest and Gyula, hungary; london, 
england; hamilton, ontario; new york 
city; Washington, D.c.; champaign, 
Illinois; lincoln, nebraska; and many 
venues in california.

both Geraldine and Judith look forward to 
the 2010 competition, when the budapest 
concert winner will play a recital in that 
city in 2011 – the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of franz liszt!
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