












preSIDent
 thomas mastroianni
  the catholic university of America  

School of music
 Washington D.c. 20064

preSIDent emerItuS
 Fernando laires

VIce preSIDent
 Jay hershberger
  concordia college music Department
 moorhead, mn 56562

executIVe/memberShIp 
SecretAry
 Justin Kolb
 1136 hog mountain road
 Fleischmanns, ny 12430

treASurer
 nancy roldán
 peabody conservatory Faculty
 the Johns hopkins university
 5617 Knell Avenue
 baltimore, mD 21206

AlS JournAl
 rene charnin mueller
 Faculty of Arts and Science
 new york university 
 24 Waverly place, room 268
 new york, ny 10003 

AlS neWSletter
 edward rath
 School of music
 university of Illinois
 1114 W. nevada Street
 urbana, Il 61801

boArD oF DIrectorS
 paul barnes

Gila Goldstein
Jay hershberger
Geraldine Keeling
Justin Kolb
elyse mach
thomas mastroianni
rena charnin mueller
edward rath
nancy roldán
robert roux
helen Smith tarchalski
Alan Walker
William Wellborn
richard zimdars 

ADVISory councIl
 Joseph banowetz

Joseph bloch
harold boxer
Alfred brendel
Arnold broido
luiz de moura castro
David Dubal
Andrzej Dutkiewicz
leon Fleisher
lev Ginsburg
carola Grindea
maurice hinson
tikhon Khrennikov
Alicia de larrocha
eleanor perenyi
Fred S. Schock
lady Valerie Solti
robert Stevenson
Alan Walker
Andre Watts

www.americanlisztsociety.org
 

President’s Message

Dear members,

the substance of my greetings to you in this issue of the Newsletter is a brief report on some 
recent activities involving AlS members in which I have had the pleasure to take part.

First, the Amalfi coast music Festival (July 2 - 14) was a wonderful opportunity for many 
lisztians and others to gather on the beaches of the mediterranean for music making, study, and 
cultural refreshment.  the list of faculty artists included AlS founder and long-time president, 
Fernando laires, as well as nelita true, luiz de moura castro, Ian hobson, elyse mach, 
elizabeth and eugene pridonoff, and others.  the festival included dozens of events (recitals, 
master classes, lectures, etc).  trips were made to casserta, capri, naples, pompeii, etc.  For more 
information on this festival you can visit the web at www.musicalstudies.com.

In prague, AlS member boaz Sharon assembled an international faculty and student body of 
very high quality for a July 14 - 24 meeting.   this period contained daily student recitals, master 
classes, and a thrilling array of piano performances by students from various countries.

Just a few weeks ago, the baltimore /Washington chapter of AlS presented the Garrison 
competition and Festival.  Included were competitions for young Artists, American pianists, 
and collaborative pianists.  recitals, master class, lectures, and other events were presented by 
AlS members including Alan Walker, nelita true, marilyn neeley, William Welborn, Justin 
Kolb, and me.  nancy roldán (treasurer of AlS and president of the chapter) was co-director 
of the festival along with ernest ragogini.  prizes that were awarded included two for the best 
performance of a piece by liszt. (See page three in this issue for more information about this 
year’s festival.) 

I was happy to see so many lisztians at the Great romantics Festival in hamilton, ontario, 
which was held october 5 - 7.  this is always an exciting three days offered to us by Alan Walker.  
I encourage you to attend one of these festivals, which are nearly always held in the early fall each 
year.

please plan also to attend the AlS festival in San Francisco on the last three days of march 2007.  
We look forward to a marvelous array of events around the topic of “liszt and paris.”  our 
festival chairperson will be William Wellborn.

Sincere best wishes,  

thomas mastroianni
president, American liszt Society
1420 chilton Dr.
Silver Spring, mD 20904
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William r. Anthes    clifton, nJ 
Kiyoshi Asano     hirosaki-Shi Aomori, Japan
Joseph banowetz     Denton, tx 
elenor b. barcsak     mill Valley, cA 
richard bellak     tallahasse, Fl 
Sara Davis buechner    Vancouver, bc canada
Guy cazelais     pointe-au-trembles Qc canada
Alton chan     Frisco, tx 
pawel checinski     chicago, Il 
Grace m. clark     Ardmore, oK   
Frank cooper     coral Gables, Fl 
mary c. costas     chevy chase, mD 
maria eckhardt     budapest, hungary
J. Audrey ellison     london, england
Gabriele erasmi     Ancaster, on canada
Sister rosemary esseff, o.p.    nashville, tn 
leila ewing     Saskatoon, SK canada
George D. Fee     San Diego, cA 
christopher Finkelmeyer    chicago, Il 
hugh Fraser     millgrove, on canada
Wataru Fukuda     tokyo, Japan
miriam Gomez-moran    Salamanca, Spain
William m. Goode    Williamsport, pA 
carola Grindea     london, england
Armando Gutierrez    Stanton, cA 
Kathryn e. Guzzetta    campbell, cA 
Klara hamburger     budapest, hungary
harmonie park pr ess    Sterling heights, mI 
prof Dra. nancy lee harper  Aveiro, portugal
robert G. harvey     tryon, nc 
Ian  hobson     urbana, Il 
robert c. horning II    bath, ny 
Dale l. hudson     hattiesburg, mS 
Jaime Ingram     panama city, panama
Jean-louis Jaminet    ligny, belgium
leonard t. Kaemmerer    Wilkes-barre, pA 
David Kaiserman     evanston, Il 
Geraldine Keeling     San Gabriel, cA 
carl Khalil     reading, pA 
Dr. Adrianne Kimler    marietta, GA 
David z. Kushner     Gainesville, Fl 
Fernando laires     rochester, ny 

 

Life Members of the American Liszt Society
as of June 2006

many of our 83 life members are unable to attend our festivals and often are not in a location where an AlS chapter exists.  the 
membership office occasionally receives a note or a call expressing their pleasure at receiving JAlS and newsletters.  Annually they receive 
a special note from this office updating them on the year’s activities.  the board of Directors and the general membership appreciates and 
respects your ongoing interest and commitment to the Society.  

If you would like information on how you can become a life member of the American liszt Society, please contact Justin Kolb, 1136 hog 
mountain road, Fleischmanns, ny 12430, or e-mail him at mellon@catskill.net.  thAnK you lIFe lISztIAnS!!

robert c. lee     Seattle, WA 
Dezso legany     budapest, hungary
library of congress    Washington, Dc 
Jen-chen lieu     San Gabriel, cA 
James litzelman     Arlington, VA 
thomas mastroianni    Silver Spring, mD 
michael t. mcDowell    Federal Way, WA
robert miller and 
   Jane russell Geddings    brooksville, Fl 
mark mitchell     Quincy, Fl 
robert moose     charleston, Sc 
robert m. morrow    hamilton, on canada
Steven J. oyler     West haven, ct 
patrick m. park     chickasha, oK 
robert b. park     chickasha, oK 
Dr. Jerry pickrel     Kill Devil hill, nc
paul pollei      provo, ut
yong chen Qin     Shenyang, china
paul reed     Wichita, KS 
Judy rittenhouse     blacksburg, VA 
Wesley roberts     campbellsville, Ky 
Stephen W. Sachs     Jackson, mS 
Junichi S. Sato     chicago, Il 
Ann Schein     bedford, ny 
Ann Sears     norton, mA 
roch Serra     St. Germain-en-lay, France
Dr. Kevin Sharpe     Gainesville, Fl 
rodion K. Shchedrin    moscow, russia
logan Skelton     Ann Arbor, mI
Steven and Jung Spooner    moscow, ID  
Falko Steinbach     Albuquerque, nm 
michele tannenbaum mills    Akron, oh 
helen Smith tarchalski    Gaithersburg, mD 
runolfur thordarson    Kopavogur, Iceland
Jonathan trager     Great neck, ny 
nelita true     rochester, ny 
Viktor Weinbaum     Warszawa, poland
Fan Wei-tsu     taipei, taiwan
Dr. William Wellborn    San Francisco, cA 
peter Willis     Jesmond, newcastle, england
Donald Windham     provo, ut 
marguerite Wolff     london, england
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Founded in 1964

tAble oF contentS  the American liszt Society was 
incorporated in oklahoma in 1964, where 
I was teaching at the oklahoma college 
for Women.  I brought to the Society my 
background, which was steeped in the liszt 
tradition through my studies at the national 
conservatory of music in lisbon.  the 
director for many years was José Vianna da 
motta, a pupil of liszt who retired the year 
before I was enrolled at the school.  Just 
as liszt did in budapest, Vianna da motta 
lived in an apartment at the school, where 
he remained after retirement.  I heard him 
play several times, turned pages for him at 
a two-piano concert he gave with one of his 
students, and read his biography of liszt 
and other books of his.   
 During that time I was also fascinated 
by the stories that people were still passing 
around about liszt’s one and one-half 
months in lisbon, in 1845, and about his 
13 concerts, including several he gave for 
charity, to which he also added his own 
money.  At a concert at the São carlos 
opera house, a miniature of la Scala, liszt 
played his Fantasia on Themes of Norma for 
two pianos with João Guiherme Daddi, 
1813-1887, a portuguese pianist with an 
Italian name.  many years later, when liszt 
met the portuguese Ambassador in london, 
he asked about Daddi, who became deeply 
moved when he heard that liszt had asked 
about him.  Forty-one years after they had 
played together, Daddi cried when he heard 
of liszt’s death in 1886.  
 As a student at the conservatory, I 
played on the boisselot piano that liszt had 
brought to lisbon for his concerts.  the 
piano had two stands on each side for more  
than one performer.  he offered the piano
to the Queen when he departed.  you can 

imagine in my teens how I felt playing  
on the piano with which liszt’s enjoyed 
miraculous success in lisbon.  the higher 
register was broken, but the personality of 
the piano and the amazing sonority stayed 
with me forever.
   later, in new york, I studied with 
Isidor philipp, who had met liszt.  he 
talked to me about it.  Four years after the 
unforgettable experience of having studied 
with philipp, I was invited by the American 
embassy in lisbon to visit the united States 
for six months to observe music teaching in 
twenty universities from coast to coast. 
I was twenty-eight years old at that time. 
I was welcomed by the most distinguished 
musicians, such as Aaron copland, howard 
hanson, Virgil thomson, and many others.  
I became deeply impressed by everyone and 
everything I saw and heard, and by the high 
appreciation and regard that was given to 
the art of performance.
   When I immigrated to the united 
States two years later, I began to realize 
how musical concert life was dangerously 
changing in the u.S.  that same year, to 
my surprise, I was told by two piano faculty 
colleagues at the university of texas in 
Austin not to play liszt, because it was not 
welcomed at the university, and I might 
lose my job.  this advice sounded too 
impossible for me to pay attention to it, 
and I played liszt in my first recital without 
consequences.  but I began to see how the 
academic sector was destroying liszt by 
considering him a bad composer and his 
music undesirable for teaching.  this was 
the result of the academic position toward 
musical purity, which developed into a  
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