










2006 Festival - A Great Success
(continued from page 4)

 friday morning began with a second matthay Session.  Gregor benko presented “matthay’s Influence on pianism as revealed by 
historical recordings.”  Some of history’s greatest pianists were featured, as were some lesser-known pianists who should enjoy greater 
notoriety.  one heard as well both familiar and relatively unknown repertoire, including works by matthay.  benko was the perfect person 
for this presentation, considering his long history as collector, author, reviewer, musicologist, etc.
 the Keynote Address of Jim Samson was entitled “orpheus and the exile: liszt and Victor hugo.”  the lecture was perhaps better 
understood by scholars of french culture, but there was much to appreciate in Samson’s scholarship, which he revealed through a high-level 
academic delivery.  A noontime concert devoted to folk music influence on 19th century music included works by d’Albert, castelnuovo-
tedesco, and liszt, performed by Giuseppe lupis, recently appointed to the music faculty of Georgia Southern university.
 After lunch, the registrants were treated to a delightful recital of works by two of the great influences on liszt: hummel, through his 
Sonata for Two Pianos in Ab, op. 92, and czerny, in his Quartet Concertante on Several Beloved Melodies.  the former work was performed 
beautifully by Dmitri rachmanov (a relatively late substitute for James Giles) and Sevgi Giles.  hearing four well-voice and well-tuned 
Steinway concert grands, played by liania embovica-rivkin, evgeny rivkin, martha thomas, and richard zimdars, was a wonder for the 
ear and eye.  these seldom-played pieces gave one an idea of what liszt might have heard as a young lad and of the material that provided 
the imagination for his keyboard writing in his later compositions.
 matthay Session III included a panel discussion with Stephen Siek, Don hageman, Ann Schein, George loring, and Dan franklin 
Smith, discussing “Defining the matthay Approach.”  this title seemed to indicate the inclusion of more factual matter concerning the 
matthay philosophy or approach, which had significant influence on piano teaching and playing in the late 19th century and throughout 
the 20th century  the presentation was interesting but left many wanting even more definition!
 the afternoon concluded with a panorama of the solo piano ballade, with both works by that title written by liszt and played 
respectively by Jane Solose and howard Karp, plus a work by bülow played by David Watkins, and “the Ghost Ship” (the Ballade No. 1) 
by carl tausig, played by Giulio Draghi.  this interesting program concluded with a touching tribute to one of the founders of the AlS, 
fernando laires.  AlS president mastroianni presented fernando with a commemorative copy of the triple-volume issue of the Journal, 
and there were resounding bravos, a standing ovation, and tears in the eyes of some, with the entire audience readily acknowledging 
professor laires’s contributions for many, many years not only to the AlS and liszt scholarship, but to piano playing and teaching. 
 the second day’s activities finished with an outstanding recital performed by the young russian pianist, Katia Skanavi.  After a 
demanding first half consisting of the handel Chaconne in G, liszt’s Tre sonneti di Petrarca and Vallée d’Obermann, and chopin’s Andante 
Spianato and Grande Polonaise, Skanavi turned to rachmaninov’s complete Études-tableaux, op. 39.  All who heard this recital agreed that 
the playing was outstanding both musically and technically. 
 Gregor benko provided the opening lecture on Saturday morning with “D’Albert and rosenthal on records.”  benko’s commentary 
and the excerpts performed provided listeners with a greater appreciation and better understanding of these two historically significant 
pianists.
 “Switzerland” was the topic of a short recital in which four pieces from the Années de pèlerinage were performed beautifully: Le 
mal du pays and Au bord d’une source, played by nancy elton, and Chapelle de Guillaume Tell and Au lac de Wallenstadt, performed by 
nancy roldán.  returning to the music of raff, who was Swiss by birth, the audience was treated to a programmatic work entitled From 
Switzerland: Fantasy-Eclogue, ably performed by violinist Danielja zezelj-Gualdi, and pianist paolo Gualdi, both graduate students at the 
university of Georgia.
 Dr. Alan Walker, who needed no introduction, proceeded to discuss liszt and many of his greatest pupils.  one can listen to 
Dr. Walker for long periods of time and be constantly amazed at the vast knowledge he has amassed in more than 25 years of devotion to 
the life and works of liszt - and yet not be aware of the passing of any time at all in the lecture hall! 
 An all-liszt recital, notable for its grand line and conception, by uGA professor evgeny rivkin included the Spozalizio and the 
monumental Sonata in B Minor.  matthay Association president Stephen Siek returned to the stage to discuss “matthay’s three Initiates: 
liszt, rubinstein, and bülow,” a most informative presentation that provided the much-needed complement what the audience had 
learned earlier about matthay.  Slides of beethoven sonata scores with matthay’s notes taken during bülow’s london performances were 
shown - an exciting look at the liszt performing tradition.
 the closing recital was a tremendous experience for all in attendance.  pianist Ann Schein offered a program of standard repertoire 
that was anything but a “standard” performance.  from beethoven’s programmatic Sonata in E-Flat, op. 81a to the improvisatory and 
characteristic Polonaise-Fantasy of chopin; continuing through the transparent textures of ravel’s Sonatine; the exuberance of Debussy’s 
L’isle joyeuse; and ending with the balanced pairing of rachmaninov intensely romantic D Major Prelude with the tumultuous B-Flat 
Prelude, both from op. 23, Ann had the audience in her hands.  An audience that knew no bounds in showing its appreciation was treated 
to an energetic and dramatic performance of chopin’s Etude in C-Sharp Minor from op. 10.  It was a wonderful way to end the musical 
and scholarly schedule.  the evening witnessed an enjoyable and tasty banquet, ably prepared by the staff at the Georgia center on the 
uGA campus.
 hearty congratulations to richard zimdars and his host university for organizing a wonderful conference and attending to details that 
allowed all participants to enjoy themselves while learning more about liszt and matthay!
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President’s Message

                         Dear members,

the acknowledgement of gratitude is an enriching
 human exercise.  the American liszt Society provides a 
 wealth of opportunity for this exercise.  We have so 

much to be grateful about.  our recent festival in 
collaboration with the American matthay Association was indeed an 
occasion worthy of bountiful thanks.  the matthay members enriched 
our experience immensely, and the AlS members were spectacular.

the university of Georgia provided warm hospitality and beautiful 
surroundings for this festival, and thanks to richard zimdars (festival 
coordinator) and to the administration and festival workers, it was a 
pleasure to partake of this musical feast.  

We had a wonderful opportunity to express thanks to our co-founder 
and long-time president, fernanado laires, whose presence has always 
been a sign of the quality and inspiration of the festivals.  the beautiful 
JALS Festschrift presented to fernando by rena charnin mueller and 
guest edited by David cannata, is a publication in which the society can 
take great pride.  It is a joy to offer an enthusiastic “thank you” for this, 
and indeed for the many fine journals that we have received in the past.
 
Since the festival events are reported elsewhere in this newsletter,   
I would just like to comment on the level of talent and the impressive 
quality of those who participated.   It is unnecessary to single out 
any individual for special thanks, because no event lacked the kind 
of inspiration for which gratitude is the only possible response.  how 
lucky we are to be part of such a great collection of talented and sharing 
individuals.

I am looking forward to our 2007 festival at the San francisco 
conservatory where we will be hosted in a brand new building and 
will explore the theme of “liszt in paris.”  the dates are march 29-31.  
let us meet there and reenergize our gratitude for the ability to share 
such company and inspiration as we will find at our next chance to be 
together.

Sincere thanks to all,

thomas mastroianni
president, American liszt Society
1420 chilton Dr.
Silver Spring, mD 20904

American Liszt Society



Volume 22, Issue 1, Winter/Spring 2006

An offIcIAl publIcAtIon of the AmerIcAn lISzt SocIety, Inc.

Perpetuating the ideas of Franz 

Liszt through excellence in music 

performance and scholarship

founded in 1964

tAble of contentS

the most recent issue of the Journal of 
the American Liszt Society, Volumes 54-56 
(2003-05), contains numerous articles 
that are sure to make it one of the most 
interesting issues in the history of the 
Society.  entitled FLORES MUSICAIS, A 
Festschrift in Honor of Fernando Laires Upon 
His 80th Birthday, the publication celebrates 
fernando laires’s musical contributions, 
not only to the Society, of which he was a 
founding member and long-time president, 
but to American and international artistic 
circles.  the publication was recently mailed 
to all members of the American liszt 
Society, and a commemorative volume was 
presented to fernando at the most recent  
meeting of the AlS in Athens, Georgia, on 
february 10.  
 While most of the articles are 
centered on liszt, nearly every aspect 
of musicological, performance, and 
historiographical investigation is covered.  
contributions such as William Wright’s 
“master liszt in england,” zsuzsanna 
Domokos’s “liszt’s roman experience of 
palestrina (1839),” and malou haine’s 
“liszt’s concerts in belgium in 1846” 
will continue to fascinate - all probe 
hitherto neglected areas of biographical 
research.  Studies of liszt’s contributions 
to the musical life of the century include 
Klára hamburger’s examination of the 
reception history of Des Bohémiens et de 
leur musique en Hongrie (1859 & 1881), 
and mária eckhardt’s “liszt and his 
Godson francis Korbay,” the latter a study 
that tells as much of the man as it does of 
his compositional generosity.  both paul 
bertagnolli’s meticulous examination of the 
prometheus source documents (a discussion 
that further explores the composer’s unique 
abilities in the area of transcription), and 
michael Klein’s ground-breaking stylistic/
semiotic study, “liszt and the Idea of 

transcendence,” underscore the relevance 
of rigorous academic observation for the 
informed performer.  liszt as a composer 
of piano music and lieder, both particular 
interests of laires, are underscored by paul 
merrick’s work with the Consolations and 
their possible sub-texts, while Jürgen thym’s 
conceptualization of liszt’s songs further 
refines our understanding of liszt and this 
genre.
 the focus of the collection then expands 
with pauline pocknell’s discourse of the  
iconographic representatation of liszt’s 
hands, followed by charles timbrell’s 
account of Walter and franz rummel, both 
“eminent lisztians.”  And liszt himself 
would have been delighted with the final 
presentation: he was always interested in 
the doings of other composers, and the 
issue finishes out with ralph locke’s article 
on Aaron copland, a tract full of new 
biographical information, one in which 
copland discusses much about his modus 
operandi as a composer. 
 for various reasons that would only 
make sense to someone steeped in liszt 
lore, the Festschrift counts 12 articles (well, 
officially speaking).  the opening writing 
entitled prelÚDIo, nancy lee harper’s 
discussion of laires’s unique contributions 
to the musical life of portugal and the uSA, 
reminds us of why the Society exists and 
why we have put this issue together.
 the Society has made special provisions 
for the appearance of the issue and has 
increased the press-run especially for the 
occasion.  If you did not receive your 
member’s copy, or if you wish to order 
additional copies, you may do so by 
contacting Justin Kolb, executive Secretary/
membership, 1136 hog mountain road, 
fleischmanns, ny 12430, or e-mail him at 
mellon@catskill.net.

By David Butler Cannata, 
Temple University
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