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President’s Message

Dear members,

                         It was a real pleasure to greet so many of you at the  
             Als festival in lincoln, nebraska.  the festival was
             a stunning success.  And I was equally pleased to see 

   those of you who attended the liszt mini-festival
             on the Amalfi coast in June/July.  these opportunities 
             to be together provide an energy and a spirit which
             are essential in our artistic lives.  Furthermore, I am 
constantly amazed at the level of talent represented by the members of 
this society.

members of the Als will want to learn more about the International 
Keyboard Institute and Festival, which takes places at the mannes 
college of music in new york city.  this is a most interesting event, 
and I had the opportunity of hearing a marvelous all-liszt concert 
performed by leslie howard on July 29.  (ny chapter president Gila 
Goldstein also attended the event.)  the website for the IKIF, which was 
founded by and is under the direction of Als member Jerome rose, 
is http://216.71.55.88/iki/  - and if any of you know of other piano 
festivals that feature liszt’s music, please let edward rath know about 
them so that we can bring pertinent information to the attention of our 
membership.

the upcoming festivals in hamilton (october 6-8, 2005) and in 
Athens, Ga. (February 9-11, 2006) will offer some true inspiration and 
programs and topics of unusual interest.  Details of the hamilton Great 
romantics Festival are included on the front page of this newsletter.

the university of Georgia festival in February 2006 is a joint venture 
between the American liszt society and the American matthay 
Association.  the three-day event will explore the roots and the legacy 
of two great figures in the history of our pianistic art, liszt and matthay.  
In the process of exploring this theme we will be introduced to many 
other parallel and related historical figures and programs of music not 
often encountered.  the schedule includes a host of performers and 
scholars who will be appearing for the first time at a liszt Festival, as 
well as some well-known favorites.

please plan to be with us on these occasions.  early october is beautiful 
in canada, and spring comes early to Georgia where the university of 
Georgia’s beautiful facilities are breathtaking in any season.  And bring 
a friend.  We are always eager to welcome new talent and new souls to 
the circle of those for whom liszt provides inspiration and philosophical 
leadership.

thomas mastroianni
president, American liszt society
1420 chilton Dr.
silver spring, mD 20904

Three Pianists/One Piano
back by popular demand on Friday, July 
22nd, the belleayre summer music Festival 
presented a return engagement of three 
of the concert world’s more innovative 
and appealing pianists, including the 
Als’s own Justin Kolb.  Dubbed by the 
audience as the belleayrians, Justin, John 
covelli, and Idith Korman meshulam 
collaborated on a single keyboard as they 
opened and closed their program with 
compositions written for six hands on one 
piano.  these three pianists meet annually 
at belleayre to rehearse and perform this 
most unusual concert.  equipped with high 
artistic standards and spirited personalities, 
their concerts at belleayre are laced with 
humorous commentary.  In between the 
six-hand works composed by carl czerny 
and serge rachmaninov, each pianist 
presented solo performances.   John covelli 
is founder and conductor of the belleayre 
Festival orchestra and conductor laureate 
of the binghamton philharmonic.  Justin 
Kolb, well known as Artist-in-residence at 
“Kids in the KAAtsKIlls,” is equally well 
known by Woodstock Guild, maverick, 
and belleayre audiences.  he is an Albany 
music Group recording artist and popular 
international performer.  Idith Korman 
meshulam is a well known favorite of 
contemporary music circles in the us and 
Israel. she first performed with the tel Aviv 
chamber orchestra at age nine and spent 
several years performing with the Kibbutzim 
orchestra and performing solo recitals and 
broadcast concerts throughout Israel.  she 
serves as the artistic director for new york 
city’s American composers Alliance music 
Festival. 
 

 

Six-Hand Band
features 
Justin Kolb

Heaven on Earth:
Commentary on the 2005 Festival
By Edward Rath
the 2005 Als conference held on the campus of the university of nebraska at lincoln 
was a tremendous success, and paul barnes and his staff are to be congratulated heartily for 
the event!!  logistically, the campus venues for recitals, lectures, and receptions were within 
comfortable walking distance from conference hotels, and the people of lincoln and the 
university were most cordial in making everyone feel very much at home.  Alexander Dossin 
got the conference off to a splendid beginning with a stirring performance of liszt’s “Dante” 
sonata followed by an informative commentary.  Gerald holbrook’s discussion of catholic 
liturgical music in the time of liszt was of particular interest, given the conference theme of 
“exploring the sacred in music.”  A post-luncheon presentation by David Friddle dealing 
with liszt’s oratorio christus was eye-opening in its explanation of the research and practical 
applications required for David’s new edition of the work.  A mid-afternoon recital featuring 
pianists from the un-l school of music was most enjoyable, with repertoire ranging from 
bach to scriabin.  mark clinton, faculty piano colleague of paul barnes at un-l followed 
with a recital of bach transcriptions (hess, petri) and then a stunning performance of liszt’s 
benediction de Dieu dans la solitude.  the evening’s Gala piano recital was exactly that, with 
Als members Gila Goldstein, Kevin sharpe, robert roux, thomas otten, Jay hershberger, 
and elizabeth pridonoff playing works by bach, messiaen, liszt, rachmaninov, and three 
spirituals by Joe utterback, which brought the house down.  All agreed that liszt himself 
would have been pleased with the display of technical and musical mastery - and diversity of 
musical thought represented.

Als president mastroianni outdid himself in a spectacular performance of the complete 
Années de pelèrinage III, with a powerpoint background to illuminate the beautiful music.  
elizabeth and eugene pridinoff followed with a fascinating lecture recital dealing with russian 
chant and religious influences in the music of rachmaninov, followed by a performance 
of his suite no. 1 and the final movement of the symphonic Dances.  William Wellborn 
started the afternoon sessions with a lecture recital dealing with the music of Alkan.  After a 
short reception in the Johnny carson theater (yes, the Johnny carson), three winners of 
the 2004 los Angeles International liszt competition and an alumnus of that competition 
then performed a brilliant recital, including la campanella, the tarantella, hungarian 
rhapsody no. 8, and the spanish rhapsody.  steven spooner ended the afternoon with a 
most interesting presentation focusing on liszt and the culture of transcription.  the evening 
events included a concert at the beautiful First-plymouth congregational church, featuring a 
performance of the great Fantasy and Fugue on “Ad nos ad salutarem undam” for organ and 
played by un-l DmA student Vidas pinkevicius.  Following intermission, we were treated 
to a beautiful performance of the Via crucis (Fourteen stations of the cross), with larry 
monson conducting the Abendmusik chorus and paul barnes at the piano.  David cannata 
had provided an enlightening pre-concert lecture on the choral work, which made the 
performance all the more satisfying.  An impromptu cigar-smoking gathering seemed to be on 
the minds of many concert goers, who were amply rewarded with conviviality on the terrace of 
the embassy suites.

saturday morning began with an tremendously moving presentation by Veronica Jochum 
concerning the poetry and meaning behind the liszt’s three sonneti del petrarca.  the 
trajectory of excitement continued with Alan Walker’s presentation on christus as liszt’s last 
Will and testament.  After lunch, the ever-popular Justin Kolb discussed the relationship 
between liszt and his student, hermann cohen (affectionately known as “puzzi”), with the 
talk’s title given as “I don’t ever want to hear of him again!”  the humorous vein was continued 
by elyse mach in a most enjoyable presentation on the 1960s film, song Without end.  elyse 
gave some fascinating background of the piano playing by Jorge bolet as well as some of the 
film stars’ lives, and also showed four clips of the film and then provided commentary on how 
the film simply didn’t portray the facts of liszt’s life.  After a lecture and short tour of the 
un-l Art Gallery with curator Daniel siedell, the conference sat down to a tasty Festival 
banquet à la hongroise.  A splendid performance of liszt’s christus (in a new edition by 
David Friddle) was the musical culmination of the festival and featured six soloists, three large 
choruses, and an expanded symphony orchestra all under the direction of tyler White.  While 
the work might be considered a bit lengthy in spite of the cuts taken, the evening was a great 
success.  And the final listed event, a beautiful reception in the lied performing Arts center, 
was followed by yet another cigar-smoking impromptu reception - again, something of which 
liszt would have heartily approved.  
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the eleventh annual International 
Great romantics Festival will focus on 
the theme “the Golden Age of music” 
during the three-day conference that takes 
place october 6-8, 2005 in hamilton, 
ontario, canada.  presented by the city 
of hamilton, in cooperation with the Als 
and the school of the Arts at mcmaster 
university, the festival will include piano, 
organ, duo-piano, lieder, and chamber 
music recitals, an orchestra concert, and 
many lectures.  the life and music of Franz 
liszt will be a prominent part of the festival, 
and there will also be numerous receptions, 
banquets, and the like during which 
attendees can share musical ideas and enjoy 
some socializing.  the event is hosted by 
Alan Walker, eminent liszt scholar, author, 
Als board member, and professor emeritus 
at mcmaster university.

Dr. James Deaville delivers the keynote 
presentation with a talk on “the boys of 
Weimar: Daily life Around liszt.”  A pre-
luncheon recital by Jane solose will include 
arrangements and original works by liszt, 
and the liszt theme continues after lunch 
with organist Ian sadler playing “Weinen, 
klagen, sorgen, zagen” and other works.  
soprano Janet obermeyer and pianist 
leslie De’Ath will follow with a lieder 
recital of works by clara and robert 
schumann.  Valerie tryon is featured in an 
evening concert performance of the Grieg 
concerto in A minor with the hamilton 
philharmonic orchestra conducted by 
michael reason, with additional works by 
nielsen and sibelius.

“rachmaninov and bells” will be the theme 
of ross Alley’s remarks at Friday’s first 
session, followed by a two-piano recital by 

elizabeth and eugene pridonoff performing 
the Variations on theme by beethoven by 
saint-saëns and also the suite no. 1 by 
rachmaninov.  Afternoon sessions begin 
with a conversation between William Aide 
and richard Gale entitled “my memories of 
Alberto Guerrero.”  A late afternoon piano 
recital by elena Koshelevskaya will feature 
music by brahms and the liszt spanish 
rhapsody, and the day’s events conclude 
with a piano recital by Di Wu, winner of the 
2005 hilton head piano competition, with 
works by bach, liszt (Funérailles), ravel, 
scriabin, and brahms.

saturday starts out with a cello and piano 
duo of coenrad bloemendahl and Valerie 
tryon in sonatas by Grieg and strauss.  
lunch is framed by a lecture by ross 
Alley on “the beautiful blue Danube and 
Imperial Vienna” and later a piano Gala 
entitled “tales from old Vienna” performed 
by Alexander Dossin, Daniel Glover, 
elena Koshelevskaya, louis nagel, Kevin 
sharpe, steven spooner, nadejda Vlaeva, 
and Di Wu!  the festival concludes with a 
candlelight banquet that promises to be as 
grand as the music has been for three days.

complete information about the festival, 
including a brochure and opportunities 
to secure housing  may be obtained by 
phoning the Great romantics Festival office 
at 905/525-9140 ext. 23674 or by visiting 
the Great romantics Festival website at
www.artset.net/greatromantics.html 

By Ken Gee and Edward Rath
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